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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES
TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026 — 6:30 P.M.
PIERSON TOWN CENTER

1. Call meeting to order

Mayor Gray Leonhard called the meeting to order at 6:36 P.M. and asked Town Clerk Yvonne
Braddock to take the roll call.

2. Roll call

PRESENT:
Mayor Gray Leonhard
Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund
Councilmember Jimmy Anderson
Councilmember Linnie Richardson
Councilmember Brandy Peterson

Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith and the Volusia County Sheriff were also in attendance.

3. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

Invocation and Pledge were done at workshop prior. Councilmember Linnie Richardson gave the
invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — Mayor Gray Leonhard

a. Regular Meeting Minutes June 16, 2026

Mayor Gray Leonhard read the title and asked if there were any additions or deletions, if not he
would entertain a motion for approval.

Council Member Linnie Richardson made a motion to approve the above listed minutes as
written; seconded by Council Member Brandy Peterson. All agreed, motion carries.

5. NEW BUSINESS
a. Ordinance 2026-06 Amending Planning Commission Regulations- 2™ read
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Town Attorney Scott Simpson read the ordinance in its entirety. He then reminded council and
audience that we discussed this at the last meeting and staggered terms.

Mayor Gray Leonhard asked council and audience if they had any questions. If nothing he would
entertain a motion to approve ordinance 2026-06 for it’s second and final read.

Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-06 at its 2"
reading. Second by Council Member Linnie Richardson. Roll Call vote taken, all agree and
motion carries.

b. Resolution 2026-04 Appointing Planning Commission Seats — Deputy Clerk Ryan
Smith

Town Attorney Scott Simpson read the resolution in its entirety. He discussed the staggering of
the seats and terms will follow the general election. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith stated that they
will be assigning Seat numbers like the council has assigned seating.

Mayor Gray Leonhard asked council and audience if they had any questions. If nothing he would
entertain a motion to approve Resolution 2026-04 for only and final read.

Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-04 for its only
reading. Second by Council Member Linnie Richardson. Roll Call vote taken, all agree and
motion carries.

c. Ordinance 2026-07 Assessment Procedures Town Attorney Scott Simpson -1% read

Town attorney Scott Simpson read the title of Ordinance 2026-07 for its first reading; he
explained that this is for a special assessment and not just for the garbage. It will create the
framework following the laws. New Property tax item going on the ballot may call for use of
assessments. Mayor Gray Leonhard stated it is creating the mechanism.

Mayor Gray Leonhard asked council and audience if they had any questions. If nothing he would
entertain a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-07 for its first read.

Council Member Linnie Richardson made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-07 at its
1st reading. Second by Council Member Brandy Peterson. Roll Call vote taken, all agree
and motion carries.

d. Pierson Lion’s Club Proposal — Phillip Hughes, Pierson Lions Club

Phillip Hughes president of Pierson Lions club stepped up to the podium and explained that he
had a meeting with the members, but they could not agree. He is requesting that council table do
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this until they can have their next meeting. He also asked to change the rodeo Queen event to
September 13, 2026, close to the event. Council agreed that it was not a problem.

Council Member Linnie Richardson made a motion to table the Pierson Lion’s Club
proposal until the next meeting. Second, by Council Member Jimmy Anderson, all agree
motion carries.

e. Resolution 2026-05 Appointing Members to Auditor Selection Committee and
Approving RFP 2026-01 for Auditing Services.

Town Attorney Scott Simpson read the resolution; he explained that we did talk about this at the
last meeting. We would have 1 council member on the board but in actuality the entire council
could be the board per the law, it does not exempt council from being on board. Deputy Clerk
Ryan Smith explained the RFP in front of them and the dates involved in the RFP. Vice Mayor
Robert Greenlund stated that he had a conflict with one of those days. Discussion ensued.

Council Member Linnie Richardson made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-05 for its
only reading. Second by Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund. Roll Call vote taken, all agree and
motion carries.

f. Pickle Ball Nets — Mayor Gray Leonhard

Mayor Gray Leonhard started off with these nets for the pickle ball courts at North Road, these
will be permanent nets for the 2 courts. I spoke with Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith, and we have $
5,000 dollars in park equipment budget. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith explains the budget for
equipment at park. Council member Linnie Richardson states that we should have more than just
one quote and that will take almost all of that budget. Council Member Brandy Peterson states that
we need more than one quote. Mayor Gray Leonhard states that I hope you know where to get
more quotes for nets. Discussion ensued. Town attorney Scott Simpson states that in Oak Hill
Pictona has pickle ball nets and he can get us their information. Resident Phillip Hughes states he
can probably get us information from the county at parks and recreation.

Council Member Linnie Richardson makes a motion to table pickle ball nets until they can
get more quotes. Seconded by Council Member Brandy Peterson, motion carries.

g. Richardson Lane — Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith

Deputy Clerk explains that he received a request from Mr. Hansen about East Richardson Lane
and with help from the property Appraiser office it was found that Richardson Lane is a granted
easement and not a Town of Pierson Street. Four people have houses or businesses on this
easement. Then he stated that the East end of Hagstrom Road is being all torn up by the heavy
trucks driving on the easement. Discussion ensued. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith asked if he should
get a quote from Volusia County Road and bridge for this part of East Hagstrom road. Discussion
ensued about driveway aprons and if residents are responsible for putting it in like out land
development code states. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith states that the addresses on Richardson Lane
are for 911 purposes. Discussion ensued about property zoning and illegal use of one of the
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properties per the land development code. Town Planner Mark Karet explained how driveway
aprons can be done. Town Attorney Scott Simpson stated to them how this could be handled.
Mayor Gray Leonhard stated that he would contact Donald Jackson.

h. Vestibule Cover Cafeteria Quotes — Town Clerk Yvonne Braddock
Town Clerk explained that we have been working on the cafeteria and the vestibules over doors

are rotten and need to be removed, she states that council has tree quotes to review for the removal
of the vestibules of the cafeteria. Discussion ensued about the quotes amongst the council and staff.

Council Member Brandy Peterson makes a motion to approve the quote from Dickerson
Construction Company for $ 2385.00. Second, by Council Member Jimmy Anderson, all
agree and motion carries.

1. CTST Meeting Updates -Lester Pulley

Lester Pulley, good evening, everyone. School is not in session right now, so it was not the major
topic. Speeding on County Road 3 and Palmetto they discussed putting a traffic calming device,
but they would have to change the designation of the road so they will work on that. I told them
about our 4™ of July Celebration and Pierson turning 100 years old. I also asked about the traffic
lights on 2" Ave and US Hwy 17, and they don’t believe there isn’t enough traffic there for a
light. Mayor Gray Leonhard stated that maybe they should check it when school is in session and
kids are leaving. Lester Pulley continues with town hall is not a school zone it is a school area.
The school cameras in Lake Helen are working but are not working well and they need to post
more signs. Sarasota has a system similar and they are creating a lot of revenue. They will check
out the sink hole on Shaw Lake Road. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith stated that he is waiting for a
quote for ground penetrating radars that are about $3,000 so they will give us a report on the
ground. Lester Pully continues that fatalities are down statewide, but they are up in Volusia
County. Schools will be back August 10, 2026. Discussion ensued about lights in front of
elementary schools and they are still working on it. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith stated that they
have no pole number like Duke Energy poles do. Lester Pulley stated that was all he had and
council thanked him.

j.  Loaner Plants for The VLOC Dinner — Mayor gray Leonhard

Mayor Gray Leonhard stated that he was looking for foliage for the dinner that we could use for
the event. Discussion ensued and Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund stated that he could probably
help out with some bushes.

6. OTHER BUSINESS (Mayor, Council and Staff Reports)
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Mayor Gray Leonhard stated he had nothing at this time. Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund stated he
was going to bring up the sinkhole but that was covered. He asked for the number of sponsors for
the 4" of July and town Clerk stated she did not have a total, but Utility Clerk Marci Nichols can
get them the information. Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund asked about the Helicopter at the airport
and Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith stated that they were just out at the airport yesterday discussing
the temporary location. The have received the clear from St. Johns River Management and they
are just waiting on engineering to submit information to Mark Karet. Council Member Jimmy
Anderson asked what is happening with the wells and are we running the old well. Deputy Clerk
Ryan Smith explained that they are working with CWS to schedule a meeting to go out and set a
schedule to shut off and turn on the two wells but the old well will need the flow meter installed
by RCM that was requested by the health Department and a cleaning first. The telemetry system
is a lot of money and will take a lot of time. It would cost like $100,000 dollars or more to get it.
We will be having a meeting to reduce the pressure on the new wells so the old wells will turn
on. Council Member Linnie Richardson stated she had a few things. They need to meet with the
school board about the parking situation, residents can’t get out of their houses and the parking
on the sidewalks. We will be responsible for fixing them if them if the break them. Discussion
ensued and Town Attorney Scott Simpson was asked for guidance on how to do this. Council
Member Linnie Richardson stated her concern about Crystal catering the Volusia League of
Cities Dinner with all that she has going on and constantly looking for workers for her restaurant.
Mayor Gray Leonhard joined in the discussion about his concern as well since he heard about the
Mother’s Day dinner. Town Clerk Yvonne Braddock explained that she met with Crystal, and
they discussed the dinner and that she had a crew scheduled to work that day and stated she
could handle this. Discussion ensued and Town Clerk reminded the council that they agreed to
her at a prior council meeting, and she was given a deposit. Town Attorney Scott Simpson stated
you approved the contract at a meeting and what you are stating doesn’t warrant your
cancellation because a few people were not happy. Maybe you should talk to a few people who
have used her catering services. Resident Mary Kay Hansen stated she has been to several of he
parties she has catered for and she did a really good job you just need to let her know your
expectations. Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund stated his concerns with the BBQ and Town Clerk
Yvonne Braddock stated that she is doing pulled pork and chicken quarters and Eddie is bringing
the ribs. Discussion ensued and Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund stated he will go and talk to
Crystal. Council Member Brandy Peterson stated she had nothing. Town Attorney Scott Simpson
stated he had nothing, Town Planner stated he will be here Thursday to meet with residents.

7. GOOD AND WELFARE

Northwest Democratic party representative Melissa Borquist stated that she is excited for the
voting registration they’re doing here in Pierson at the community center. It will be at 7 PM.

Melissa Thorne, running for County Council, stated the Harper Road code enforcement meeting
has been rescheduled to July 8 at 9 AM in the old courthouse room 202. It looks like there is a lot
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of trouble because the county has proof, they removed 46-gopher turtles from their property. So,
tell your friends and neighbors to go attend the meeting. Discussion Ensued.

Mayor Gray Leonhard read of the events in Pierson the 4™ of July Celebration and the next
meetings to be aware of and with no further business meeting is adjourned at 7:54 PM

Minutes prepared by: Minutes approved by:

Yvonne Braddock, Town Clerk Gray Leonhard, Mayor



