
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 

 

TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2026 – 6:30 P.M. 
PIERSON TOWN CENTER 

  
1. Call meeting to order 1 

 2 
Mayor Gray Leonhard called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. and asked Town Clerk Yvonne 3 
Braddock to take the roll call. 4 
 5 

2. Roll call 6 
 7 

PRESENT:  8 
 Mayor Gray Leonhard 9 
 Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund 10 
                        Councilmember Jimmy Anderson   11 
 Councilmember Linnie Richardson 12 
                        Councilmember Brandy Peterson 13 
  14 
  15 
Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith and the Volusia Sheriff were also in attendance.  16 
 17 

3. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 18 
 19 

Invocation and Pledge were done at workshop prior. Councilmember Linnie Richardson gave the 20 
invocation, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 21 
 22 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Mayor Gray Leonhard 23 
 24 

a. Regular Meeting Minutes                              July 21, 2026 25 
 26 

Mayor Gray Leonhard read the title and asked if there were any additions or deletions, if not he 27 
would entertain a motion for approval. 28 
 29 
Council Member Linnie Richardson made a motion to approve the above listed minutes as 30 
written; seconded by Council Member Brandy Peterson. All agreed, motion carries. 31 

 32 

5. NEW BUSINESS 33 
 34 

a. Resolution 2026-06 Solid Waste Initial Assessment – Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith 35 



Town Attorney Scott Simpson read Resolution 2026-06 and explained how we discussed this at 36 
the last meeting. Discussion ensued and Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith stated retro active and year 37 
included in this assessment and after that will only be a year. Date amendment to September 9th 38 
at 5:01 PM. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith stated the breakdown is 7 months March to September 39 
and the next fiscal year. He explained administration charges and trash receptacle fees. Resident 40 
Denis Colfesh asked about the cost for first year. A total of 19 months. Melissa Thorn stated that 41 
she has them and they do a wonderful job and she verified that they do have a recycling yard for 42 
the recyclables.  43 

Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund made a motion to approve resolution 2026-06 and to amend 44 
the date to September 9, 2026. Second by Council Member Linnie Richardson. Roll Call 45 
vote taken, all agreed, motion carries. 46 

 47 

b. Volusia Sherriff Contract – Town attorney Scott Simpson 48 

Scott Simpson began with that we tried to get it on the MSD fund but unfortunately, we did not 49 
have enough time this year to do that. Discussion ensued about cost of contract with the Sheriff 50 
office. Town Attorney Scott Simpson stated that the process to put on the tax bill will have to 51 
start in November. Property tax amendment passes then contract may not be renewed. Discussion 52 
ensued. The start date would be 10/1/2026. Council Member Linnie Richardson stated that she 53 
did not see any enhanced service. Mayor Gray Leonhard stated the issue on Hagstrom Road. 54 
Discussion ensued. Town Attorney Scott Simpson stated that next year will be different and 55 
hopefully more saving for the town. Resident Denise Colflesh stated the lack of response that 56 
day was it on a patrol day and could there have possibly been an emergency elsewhere.  57 
Discussion ensued and Council Member Brandy Peterson stated that if it happened in 58 
unincorporated Volusia County, they would have come. Vice mayor Robert Greenlund asked how 59 
soon they need to know. Town attorney Scott Simpson stated this is the cost and if approved they 60 
will bring a contract back to the council to approve. Discussion ensued. 61 

Vice mayor Robert Greenlund made a motion to approve Volusia Sheriff cost for $ 179, 62 
245.00 for the next year. Second, by Council Member Jimmy Anderson, all agree motion 63 
carries. 64 

 65 

c. Town Hall Lease- Crystal Ann 66 

Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund made a motion to table until next meeting, second by 67 
Council Member Brandy Peterson. All agree, motion carries. 68 

 69 

6. OTHER BUSINESS (Mayor, Council and Staff Reports) 70 



Mayor Gray Leonhard had nothing at this time. Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund stated that he will 71 
get plants for the Volusia League of Cities Dinner. Council Member Jimmy Anderson stated he 72 
received a call about North Road Park and he had Dusting go and knock it all down. I was going 73 
to have him spread weed killer, but it would kill all the grass. Council Member Linnie 74 
Richardson stated she received a request from a resident about PRC Rodeo asking for our 75 
support. I would like to construct a letter in support. Council Member Brandy Peterson started 76 
with the ditches and our contract with the county. We probably need to talk to the county again 77 
about this. Mark Karet Discussed that they are on a hiring freeze. Council Member Brandy 78 
Peterson stated they did the ditches on Washington Ave. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith Stated that the 79 
library is down a person and no parking lot at this time. Discussion ensued about buying a 80 
batwing to mow the ditches. Town Attorney Scott Simpson stated that he has nothing. Town 81 
Planner Mark Karet stated that he will be here on August 6, 2026, from 9:30 – 11:00 AM. He has 82 
received the site plan for the helipad. Council Member Linnie Richardson asked about the RFP 83 
we have for accounting. Deputy Ryan Clerk explained that we have until August 30th at 2:00 84 
PM. Town Attorney Scott Simpson stated that we should ask all cities who they use. 85 

 86 
7. GOOD AND WELFARE (Public Participation) 87 

      Resident Denise Colflesh stated that Mary Kay Hansen isn’t here and would like to request 88 
plaque dedication to Mary Kay Hansen and Chris Hansen on the pickle ball court.  89 

Melissa Thorn, running for county council, stated that at the council meeting they discussed a 17-90 
million-dollar advertising budget. This is fiscally abusive. They also discussed setting a domestic 91 
abusive database and Don Demsey voted no. 92 

 93 

Mayor Gray Leonhard stated being no further business meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM 94 

 95 

Minutes prepared by: Minutes approved by: 96 
 97 
 98 
 99 
___________________________ ___________________________ 100 
Yvonne Braddock, Town Clerk Gray Leonhard, Mayor 101 


