
 

Page 1 of 5                                    8/04/2026 Council Meeting Minutes  
 

TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 1 

MINUTES 2 
 3 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2026 – 6:30 P.M. 4 

PIERSON TOWN CENTER 5 
  6 

1. Call meeting to order 7 
 8 

Mayor Gray Leonhard called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. and asked Deputy Clerk Ryan 9 
Smith to take the roll call. 10 
 11 

2. Roll call 12 
 13 

PRESENT:  14 
 Mayor Gray Leonhard 15 
 Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund 16 
 Councilmember Jimmy Anderson 17 
 Councilmember Linnie Richardson 18 
 Councilmember Brandy Peterson 19 
 20 
Also present were Town Attorney Scott Simpson and a Deputy from the Volusia Sheriff’s 21 
Office. 22 
 23 

3. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 24 
 25 
Councilmember Linnie Richardson gave the invocation, which was followed by the Pledge 26 
of Allegiance. 27 
 28 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Mayor Gray Leonhard 29 
 30 

a. Regular Meeting  July 21, 2026 31 
 32 
Mayor Leonhard read the title and asked if there were any additions and/or deletions, if not 33 
he would entertain a motion for approval. 34 
 35 
Councilmember Linnie Richardson made the motion to approve the above listed 36 
minutes as written; seconded by Councilmember Brandy Peterson. All agreed; motion 37 
carries. 38 
 39 

5. NEW BUSINESS 40 
 41 

a. ORDINANCE 2026-02 PUBLIC HEARING  2nd READING 42 
 43 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PIERSON, FLORIDA, 44 
ADOPTED PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE SECTIONS 101.161 45 
AND 166.031 SETTING FORTH AN UPDATED TOWN CHARTER TO 46 
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BE SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS OF THE TOWN AT THE 47 
GENERAL ELECTION ON NOVEMBER 3, 2026; PROVIDING FOR 48 
THE BALLOT SUMMARY AND TITLE FOR THE PROPOSED 49 
AMENDMENT; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 50 
SEVERABILITY, PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION AND 51 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 52 
 53 

Town Attorney Scott Simpson read the title of the Ordinance. Resident Lester Pulley asked 54 
if the revised Charter would be available to review. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith said it would 55 
be put on the website and made available at Town Hall.  56 
 57 
Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund made the motion to approve Ordinance 2026-02 on 58 
second reading; seconded by Councilmember Linnie Richardson. Motion carries on a 59 
roll call vote 5-0. 60 

 61 
b. Airport – Eugene Yeo 62 

 63 
Eugene Yeo spoke to the Council regarding his ideas for the airport. Mr. Yeo stated that he 64 
had spoken to Mayor Leonhard previously when he was on Council about the possibility of 65 
grant money to improve the airport. Mr. Yeo said he lived in the unincorporated area of 66 
Pierson, and he wanted to see the airport utilized because it was a “gem in the rough.” 67 
 68 
Mr. Yeo stated that it was a great facility that had been undermaintained. Mr. Yeo said he was 69 
a pilot and his wife was a former school district superintendent, and they were familiar with 70 
federal grants. Mr. Yeo said Pierson, a small, rural community, was likely eligible for grants 71 
to fund 95% of the airport upgrades.  72 
 73 
Mr. Yeo spoke about the Experimental Aircraft Owners Association which has a local chapter 74 
in Umatilla that meets with high school students to build airplanes. Mr. Yeo said he thought 75 
it was a good opportunity for kids in Pierson. 76 
 77 
Mayor Leonhard said improvements were currently being made at the airport by UF Health 78 
who is operating a medivac helicopter from the airport. Mayor Leonhard said once UF Health 79 
has their permanent facility built, he would be willing to sit down with Mr. Yeo and have a 80 
more in-depth conversation regarding the airport. 81 
 82 

c. Homecoming Parade – Jessica Bell, Taylor Middle-High School Activities 83 
Director 84 

 85 
Jessica Bell discussed the 2026 Taylor Middle-High School homecoming parade with 86 
Council. Ms. Bell stated that the tentative date was October 16th but would likely be changed 87 
to November 2nd because Deland had scheduled their parade for the same date. The high 88 
school will have an early release schedule at noon with the parade beginning at 12:45 P.M. 89 
Ms. Bell stated that the parade would follow the same route as last year: leaving the high 90 
school, going north on US Highway 17 to the elementary school, and coming back. Ms. Bell 91 
said she was asking for the Town’s approval for the road closures. 92 
 93 
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Councilmember Brandy Peterson commented that the route was empty and said she thought 94 
the change had been made to accommodate the elementary school instead of the whole town. 95 
The Council discussed the new route and potentially parking at Chipper Jones Park to watch 96 
the parade. Ms. Bell noted that she could not have the route go in multiple directions due to 97 
the required road closures. 98 
 99 

6. OTHER BUSINESS (Mayor, Council, and Staff Reports) 100 
 101 

a. Updates and reports by Mayor Gray Leonhard 102 
 103 
Mayor Leonhard said he received complaints about aging, dangerous playground equipment. 104 
Mayor Leonhard said the equipment had been repaired and patched multiple times but that it 105 
was worn out and needed to be removed. Councilmember Brandy Peterson agreed. Mayor 106 
Leonhard noted that the Town did not have the funds to purchase new equipment at this time. 107 
Mayor Leonhard said the newest piece of equipment was over $29,000.00 because it had to 108 
be heavy-duty, commercial equipment that is ADA-compliant. Councilmember Jimmy 109 
Anderson said he would notify Public Works to remove the equipment. 110 
 111 
Mayor Leonhard said a new agreement needed to be ironed out for the Lions Club. Mayor 112 
Leonhard told Lions Club President Philip Hughes that the proposed agreement he presented 113 
was outrageous. The Council discussed setting a workshop date after the budget was finished. 114 
 115 

b. Updates and reports by Council Members 116 
 117 
Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund: 118 
 119 

Vice Mayor Robert Greenlund said there were a few places around town where the 120 
bushes in the right-of-way needed to be pruned back away from the road. Vice Mayor 121 
Greenlund cited Turner Road at Shaw Lake Road as an example. Mayor Leonhard 122 
said there was also a spot on 2nd Avenue and US Highway 17 that needed to be weeded. 123 
 124 
Vice Mayor Greenlund said there were properties on W. Washington Avenue and 125 
Roberts Road that looked more like a dump than a residence. Vice Mayor Greenlund 126 
said he had always been against code enforcement, but that he was getting tired of 127 
looking at the properties and something needed to be addressed with several places in 128 
the community. 129 
 130 

Councilmember Linnie Richardson: 131 
 132 

Councilmember Linnie Richardson wanted to ensure that the Community Center was 133 
clean and stocked with paper towels and toilet paper for the election on Tuesday, 134 
August 18th. 135 

 136 
Councilmember Brandy Peterson: 137 
 138 

Councilmember Peterson said she wanted to have a workshop for the Christmas event 139 
and would reach out to the pastors of the local churches. 140 
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 141 
Councilmember Peterson noted that there were a couple of potholes that needed to be 142 
addressed in US Highway 17. One is in front of High Horse Coffee on the northbound 143 
lane and the other is at the Mobil station on the corner of US Highway 17 and E. 144 
Washington Avenue. 145 
 146 
Mayor Leonhard asked who to contact about edging and mowing the sidewalks and 147 
curbs through the center of town on US Highway 17. Councilmember Brandy Peterson 148 
asked how frequently they were supposed to come and mow. Town Attorney Scott 149 
Simpson asked if the town had discussed contracting with DOT for the town to 150 
perform the work. Mayor Leonhard said he would try to find a contact at DOT to 151 
discuss. 152 
 153 
Councilmember Jimmy Anderson asked when the workshop would be set for the 154 
Lions Club contract. Councilmember Anderson noted that the Saddle Club uses the 155 
grounds as well. 156 
 157 
Lions Club President Phillip Hughes spoke before Council regarding the arena lights 158 
at the rodeo grounds. Mr. Hughes said the club had agreed to pay for replacement of 159 
the lights on both sides of the arena. Mayor Leonhard said he felt like the club should 160 
pay for it because the Lions Club reaps the benefits of the arena and the Town does 161 
not host events there. Mr. Hughes said the club had also scheduled a work day for 162 
Saturday morning at 7:30 A.M. to evaluate and repair chutes and bleachers. The 163 
Council and Mr. Hughes continued discussing responsibilities at the rodeo grounds. 164 
 165 

c. Updates and reports by Town Attorney – Town Attorney Scott Simpson 166 
 167 
Mr. Simpson updated the Council regarding the court ruling which declared the ballot title 168 
and language of the property tax amendment as unlawful. Mr. Simpson said the Attorney 169 
General has ten days to rewrite the language and submit it to the Secretary of State. 170 
 171 

d. Updates and reports by Town Planner – Town Planner Mark Karet, Zev Cohen 172 
 173 
Town Planner Mark Karet was absent. 174 
 175 

e. Updates and reports by Staff 176 
 177 
Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith said Town Planner Mark Karet wanted to schedule a workshop 178 
regarding the wastewater treatment plant. Mr. Karet has been in communication with Volusia 179 
County Schools regarding the Town’s treatment plant status. Mr. Karet suggested a meeting 180 
date of Wednesday, September 16, 2026. Mr. Smith said the workshop would include Volusia 181 
County Schools, ClearWater Solutions (CWS), and Mead & Hunt. Town Attorney Scott 182 
Simpson said he would be available if he was needed. The Council agreed on a workshop for 183 
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 at 5:00 P.M. 184 
 185 

7. GOOD AND WELFARE (Public Participation)  186 
 187 
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Resident Lester Pulley advised that he would be attending the monthly Community Traffic 188 
Safety Team meeting and asked if he should bring up the mowing and edging of US Highway 189 
17. Deputy Clerk Ryan Smith explained that OASIS, the subcontractor for DOT, was 190 
responsible for all mowing and maintenance of US Highway 17 through Pierson. Mr. Smith 191 
explained the process the Clerk’s office followed to submit and track work orders with 192 
OASIS. Mr. Pulley said he would ask about scheduled mowing and edging at the CTST 193 
meeting on Thursday. 194 
 195 
Councilmember Brandy Peterson said she emailed Volusia County School Board Member 196 
Jamie Haynes regarding the ongoing parking and traffic issues at the high school. Ms. Haynes 197 
said she had handled this issue in other cities and would evaluate what needed to be done in 198 
Pierson. 199 
 200 
Mr. Pulley noted that school would resume on Monday, August 10th. 201 
 202 
Volusia County Council District 1 candidate Melissa Thorne spoke with Council regarding 203 
the election. Ms. Thorne reminded residents to vote by mail or take advantage of early voting 204 
at Lisa Lewis’s office in DeLand. 205 
 206 

8. ADJOURNED  207 
 208 
Hearing no further business, meeting adjourned at 7:27 P.M. 209 
 210 
Minutes prepared by: Minutes approved by: 211 
 212 
 213 
__________________________ __________________________ 214 
Ryan Smith, Deputy Clerk Gray Leonhard, Mayor  215 


